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Abstract

Outdoor noise levels were measured at 11 sites in the old city of Damascus. Sound
level meter Model NC- 10 with a 20-140 dB selectable range was used in the current
investigation. At each site noise data was collected during 07:00 to 20:00 O clock.
The results showed that the noise levels were higher than WHO (World Health
Organization) stander by 14 dB, in the residential — commercial sites, and commercial
sites with heavy traffic, and by 18 dB, in the square of Omayad Mosque in the center
of the old city, where there was no traffic. In commercial caravansaries "Khans" the
noise levels were acceptable. The study showed that the authorities administration
must take necessary procedures the noise levels in the old city of Damascus, throw
reducing and organizing the traffic flow in the old city.
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